doubt that several of the papers deserve close study, especially those which describe attempts to assay immunosuppressive activity in the human by relatively simple laboratory methods, for they are of fundamental importance and could provide us with means to standardize the preparations and dosages ofimmunosuppressants.
Editing the proceedings of an international symposium is an exercise in tact and patience: the fact that the volume took a year to produce is evidence of this. But the editors, who acknowledge the help given by other translators, are to be congratulated on the result they have been able to achieve; with the extraordinary exception of a twenty-page paper from Israel and Germany, the individual presentations are brief and to the point, and no doubt record what in fact was said at the meeting. There is, however, no account of any of the discussions.
This volume should be available for reference in medical libraries.
RALPH Dr Macdonald Critchley has been interested in speech disorders for many years, his first contribution to the subject, an essay on mirror writing, having been published in 1928. In this volume he has brought together many of his contributions to the subject, with some new observations. This is in no way a textbook on aphasia; it is a collection of superb essays on many aspects of speech function. These include historical studies of theories of aphasia, the language of gesture and disorders of written speech, and such practical topics as the assessment of testamentary capacity in aphasic patients. We now take the neurohumoral basis of synaptic transmission so much for granted that the saga of its establishment as fact tends to be forgotten. in particular, the place of anticholinesterase drugs such as physostigmine in this story may not be appreciated. This very comprehensive review of the biochemistry, pharmacology and toxicity of anticholinesterase agents providesareminderof their importance not only in the development of theories of neurohumoral transmission and structure-activity relationships, but in contemporary clinical problems such as cholinesterase deficiency, myasthenia gravis and organophosphorus poisoning. There is more detail here than would be required for everyday medical practice, and the volume's price will place it beyond the bookshelves of most practitioners. It will, however, prove of great value to pharmacologists, both experimental and clinical, and should be available together with all the other sections of this Encyclopedia in hospital and college libraries.
PAUL TURNER

Liver Disease by A Paton MD FRcP pp vii + 185 illustrated 30s
London: William Heinemann 1969 Dr Paton has rendered a service by producing such a readable short account of diseases of the liver which is yet reasonably comprehensive. The approach is systematic, and the book starts with a chapter on normal structure and function, followed by a critical discussion of the indications for and drawbacks of the various diagnostic techniques available. Then follow sections on various ways in which liver injury may occur and the manifestations and management of chronic liver disease. Well-chosen references to reviewtype articJes are given at the end of each chapter.
